The 2009 Trout Season Ends, Possibly The Best Yet!!
The VAC 10 week Trout Season at Riverside Road ended on Friday 8th May.  By all accounts, it was amongst the best ever, or so say many of the members.  What is a fact is that trout average catch rates were higher than in previous years and the sense of “buzz” amongst anglers on the water was great!  In addition, the numbers of season tickets sold at 55 held up in spite of current financial difficulties and Day and Guest Ticket sales exceeded expectations coming in at double the income planned so we expect the final accounts to show a small profit again.  The Trout Committee wish to particularly thanks all season ticket holders for their support and enthusiasm, as it was this that really made the season so memorable.  As Fred Edwards said, of the 2008 season, “ it can’t get better than this” but recently he admitted he was wrong, “2009 was even better!”
 The Final Return for Week 10, attached if of interest, highlights a few facts.  The average catch per rod in 2009 was 2.25 and that compares to 1.95 in 2008, 2.13 in 2007 and 2.07 in 2006.  In addition, the figure for 2009 includes the number of rods that fished plus fish caught for the Dave Marlborough Memorial Match (11 rods took 6 fish) as well as the fun day (22 rods took 20 fish) so without those numbers the 2009 figures would have been even higher.  In addition, the fish theoretically left behind numbered 129 in 2009, 221in 2008 and 226 in 2006.  Again a big improvement!
What else do the Returns show us?  Well, the biggest hitters in terms of fish caught excluding Day Tickets, which are not counted for this comparison, were; Peter Stone and Mick Copeman with 32 fish each followed by Fred Edwards and Chris Jennings at 31 with Peter Emery at a total of 30 fish landed.  Very well done chaps!
 

In addition, we see that the number of “biggies” at over 3 pounds recorded was 144 at an average of about 3 pounds 8 ounces or so, not bad for tickets that cost us £10 or less per day if we throw in the free sessions for the Fun Day and DMMM.
 
